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" INDIAN STUDENTS' I.}ROBLI?MS.IN BOARDING SCHOOLS, .- !
‘. ;~ o . / 'l/ '.'., y o ] | . ‘ ‘

IR © Ruth V. Klinekole —* .

-« 'The Bureau of Indian:'Affa"r"sfeelSthéteduéation is very jmportant ’

-+ .among the-American Indid;ﬂ‘ociety.- The Indian people are granted

the privilege to attend any school system, whether it be public or.
© ‘private, without charge. The public schools are oriented toward the
., 'middle-class white American society. Therefore, the Indian child has -
"o, difficulty.in adjusting properly to the public school environment. The - -
~ inability of such adjustment causes embarrassment for the Indian
. student, 'everytual_ly'leadin'g to dropping out from the public school
“». gystem. Servihg as alternatives, B.I.A. Boarding Schools have con-
“tributed greatly to the educational well-being of Indian students who .
- have withdrawn from a public school. In combination with learning
" _'the basic skills of general education, the students are taught the cul-_
" tural backgrounds and customs of*the many different Indian tribes.
* Attending such schools helps {%e' Indian students to broaden their
knowledge of other cultures, leading to the appreciation of their own
tribal-ways, But for the persohal well-being of each student, many *_
e problems bec¢ome: apparent in the Boarding School environment. - -
S \M%r_g Indian students atténd these schools in hopes that their social -
;. antremotionial problems will be solved. The studentsare responsible to.
C \ attend classes daily, but they.are left independent to make their own
"~ L “personal detisions. The Jddian;,sfudent_s in Boarding Schools have to
-* - adjust to living away fcom' the security of a family and away from-
.parental guidanee. Therefore; the Boarding School student hag diffi-
_ cult decisions and adjustmelrts to make, plusa tremendous ampunt of
© .« problems to fage =™ .. Tt -~
" »" The Indian Atudent attending a Boarding School feels thathe is not i
* given equal 7ight as received at home-on the reservation where the . '~ 3
parents allpw their child the complete freedoin to hiKe in the moun- o
- tains, swim in-the nearby river, watk in the open forest, etc’.\Whaiever
thé home envirpnment; the child was allowved to go out, and-learn of
nature through seeing and-experiencing. With new rules and regula-
tiohs, the student feelsTonfined and unable to live as he is gecustomed
. to. Early govern ent practice was toremove the child a5 far as pos-
- sible from his hom¢ environmerit. The regiMentation of Boarding
* School life worked against the initiative and independeneethat werea
.vital ffart of the Nativeé American’s way of life! . . . &
In 1976, eighteen Boarding Schools were surveyed and they provid- =~ =R
- -ed data in response to the specific items. Of the eighteen, twelve at \ B
- secondary level reported abuse of alcohdlas a-majoxproblem affecting
. - b(ﬁhv school " attepdance and dormitory - discipline. Some sthools
~ . reported, having alcohol educat?ant programs and specialized alcohol -
" .counselors. Drug usage reported by most schools reflect a decrease in i 1
X o liard drug usage and an ihcreasein marijuana.zThe)quCjal'prog}ams _ X

-
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“and counselors, concerned with alcohol and drug abuse, help the
. students to realize thebad effects of using.drugsand alcohol resulting
s in unfmxshed or tardy school work and poor health conditiqny. The
counselors appear to be trymg very hard to reach as'many stu entsas
. they can with this information. -
Aside fxom drug and aicohol prohlbmons placed on-the students,
- they are’ reqmred to abide by dormiteéry rules. As Sister Peter Claver
' states, "In the case of our school, few students have found it toostrict—
either in, the academic demands made on them, or, as regards the -
¢ dorm: regulations which have to be made and en(grced for the good of
-individuals and for the common good."? .
The Boarding School administration needs to assist thestudentsto *
_adjust comfortably fo the form of living of today. The pastoral world of
_the Indian as the fast Juggernaut world of the white man caused a .
. shatterj impact' to the Indian, Frdm the crumpled and torn -
remnant, the Indian looked out on a puzzling naw kind of life with pat- :
terns more diverse than those of all the India ations. Add thistothe
‘Indian’s longmg to retain His 1dentltv,.and the education problem so°
complexAhat it.is hard to figure ogt ‘what “meeting the special educa-
-tlon neéds” of the Indian stugent means. B.ILA. schools that serve’
_-Indian students are just beginiting to recognize this fact and te become
“sensitive to these needs, and to.deal with them.! Recently, boarding
* schools have relaxed visitation fles and have permitted students to °
visit home sometimes every week. As recently as 1969, such frequent
visits to homes were discouraged or forbidden in 'many béarding
- schools because it was feared that the students would not come back.s
~ The naturé of the boarding schools’ orga izational structyre- -
thrgughout is remarkably similar. Autonomy at the area and school
. level did not breed variety, but'a similarity. Goals were seldom stated™
“but were obviops and evident as in any colonialistsystem. Inone study,
one set.,of goals{een byt staff appedred to be tosocialize the Natlvechlld
< to, “American” sogiety. The students meanwhilé saw preparatlor\for
- post- hxgl&chool educatxon as the main function of the school but seen
& highly unreahs‘lc by the ftaffs .
Today the Bureau of Indlan Affairs bearding schovls exist for the \
“expressed purpose. og provxdmg extraordinary educatioh for those '
\, ,who, for: varmus reasons ‘do not enter into theichannels of pubheedu— .
» g ki

. - . -
(3 . . o .

B * o, : \ ‘

{ ’Dr Ge rge W. Underwood “Off Reqervatxon Bowrdmg School Qurvey Student Pro-

. filer Résearch and Evaluation Reporg Series No. 56, Albuquerque, NewMeuco Ofm:e
." o&lndmn Educanon Programs 1978), pp. 5=6~ . o . -

nformahon in‘s let{ef'{o the autho:\frorg Sister Peter Claver of the St. Catherine In-

gdian School 21 November 1948 : -

.
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. e . i )
k ‘Demmer& Jr p. 42 . e

. ¢ ‘. ’
v . ‘Patrlck D Ly, wch "‘Profe~510ml~. a (‘hents Goal Dissonance in Native-American
Schools.” (ﬁcmw« and Native 4m iocans (Efiglewood Chf%Ne“ Jersey: Prentice
Hall Inc 19 p 184+~ ° y .
7 ‘

‘S,yetems Analgim of Indmw Edumﬂon in BI'A Schogls GA t -\ssoc:at,eq Inc 55
weeler St., Cambrldge \1L»achusetm 19697, Qp .46-52.
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cation. It s this-group whieh quires s
signed to meet their specializ

"~ i off-reservation residential sch

.able, or the only alternative by child welfare agenciesiand courts for - :

-students who cannot, for a variety of reasons, remain at homeandat- »
- tend a public school;‘o M?.ny students who attend boarding schools

where there has been long term unemployment, broken homes, death
in the family, aleoholic parents, from both urban and rural arei?.
history, of neurotic or psychotic disorders, alcohol or other drug proh-
lems, expulsion from several schools forvarious reasons, and_juvenile

¢ delinqueney. Some students are sent to'boarding schools as an alter-

the condition they go to schoollt . /. - o
It is apparent a different kind of student-is now entering the
reside'nti_ql, school. _Characteri'stically, the residential school has
served, in the past, students from remote and isolated areas who had .
" noother choice but toattend a B.I.A. boardingschool. That type of stu-
= dent is giving way to the student who has tried public school and for
" some reasoMt_her preferred to attend a boarding scho‘M

L « The Off-Reservation Residential S¢hool Committee conducted 3™

. survey which~inchided Tifteen different boarding schoolsThe table

. - Which is illustrated on the\following.page lists the diff. rentboarding
. -schools involred in the survey. This list of boarding schools pertainsto -

any other table which will be illustrated also throughout the report.

A
- ° ' - ’ ;
. 3
’Undex;wood, p. 5. i ’ ) .
'Off-Re‘}ervatfon-Residential School C'omfnittee. ‘Techn icql lnj’ormah"on Jorthe Commit-
) t_'ee (Anadarko, Olg:]ahoma: Indian”Education Programs, 1978), p. X.. L.
’T.?..rent Price, Max L. Baty, and Paul A- Nutting, “An Intervention Process Designed ©
to Recognize and Prevent School Dropouts in an American Indian Boarding School & )
B.LA. Educatiori Research Bulletin, Vol. 5: No. 3 (Sept. 1977), p. 15. :
l‘;Underwood,' p.6. _ ’ o .
- . . » \ . . .
"Division'of Student Life, “Cou nseling/Education Program—A New Approach."Jtls4 *
Time Of Visiorf,s. Book 5: pp. 7-8. / S IR
"Committée on Off-Reservatioﬁ Residentiél Schools, Off Reservation Residential .
Schools Operated by the Bureau of idian Affairs (Washington. D.C., BIA, 15 Sept.
1978). p.3. ST St
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"~ Table A specificq;lly names the boarding schgols which were chosen to

gather information on different areas.of problems which occur from
‘these schools. This table indicates the enrollment status for the school
year 1977-78.1% ’ : . & :

“ ~
.«"

' _ ¥Table A |
. Off-Reservation Residential Schools Included in the Survey .
" Schools : S Number of Students ' 3
Chemawa | A 3 _ : ~ 830 -
Chilocco ' . S o 147
Mt. Edgecumbe . S ' ‘ -443
- Sequoyah o N : U ‘ " 284 -
Ft. 8ill o s _ .20
Riverside o . N . 266
§§neéa Elemen-térsﬁ-.. . N e T 144
. 'Whapeton Elementary  © = . . BN 30 e
. Flandreau = S o T 7217

- Wingate Elementary = = “ o ‘ 628

. Wingate High .~ T N \ 897 *

W 'S.tewart'lhdiang”‘-- v ‘ - “.;\ . ‘ . 511
Phoenix Indian. 4 L T ) 841 ,
Sherinan Indian High - "o~ e T :

_Intermountain . SR 1086
o L - N=7621 K2R

T
i

" Table B is an interpretation of the'informatjon provided on the Ap-.
plication to Boarding Schools, which was'a major source of informa®
tion in the survey which'was conducted.! It isinteresting to note that

. the“Need for Structured Environment” whichiconcerns family-social

+ -problems, and the very large “Educational Redsons” play akeyrolein -

the persuasion of the students applying to boarding schools.

- - .Szasz’s review of early boarding school programs contends that the

" students who applied to boarding-schgols for various “Educational”

. Reasons.":realized;- after they received t eir educational training, that
the schools had not fully prepared thqm'for the future. A great many of
the students who attended Bureau boarding schogls returned to their

. reservations, where they were unable to apply the training they had

, received. Course work in these sthools was usually unrelated totheen-
vironment and culture from which the student’ ¢ame; on-thg other _ -

s
. . , o »
L} * b

‘°Off-Reserv§iion'Resi'den-tial Schoo'I(Committee; pp. 48-49. -

“lbid.; pp. 60:61. _ . L B _
T e R
[ . 8 i
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. "7+ Reasons for Attendi'ngj(,)&REa,se;\ja‘tion Residential Schools
R Accor‘dingto"Stqdént’s Application . SR
~, .~ "Reasons T ; Number.ofStudénts
© " ... Néed for Structured Environment ; . S 1854 .
o "Eéi_)i'i_OmT\'c.—Povefty N o 913 . &
.- Aleoholism in Home ' ° R 160
" . Alcoholism of Student. " i e - . 53"
Educatien Reasons AT S 4162
Special Behavioral Problems of Student: 820"
Correctional - ! o ' 47
Caurt Case - .' R 78
Unable to Adjust to Public Schools = . . 518
e | N=7536 " .. :

- hand, vocationa] training was not sufficieritly advaticed to enable the
« “'student to find an urban job,1s Therefore, the education recejveq was
' considered. to be lower than that teceived at a public schoo], . .
In addition to the boarding sghool studentirecejvin

'schoi)l‘s. do not have these speei counseling services. The students
need ta know'that' someone carz:%lsré%LaRose,eXprésses her opinion .
' } eli i ed. for the boarding school sty

. “If\students knew SOmeone cared, and.were willing to trust
'~ . people, they.would find out moreabout themselves. S, much energyis
-~ - being used up in hostile, négative attitudes, and self;prote'ction.-that
individuals don’t take ‘advantage of he op ity tg learn ab _
. themselves, or set positive directions, ™" The boarding schools who do
. employ counselorsineed to come more aware of these factg and take * ¢
positive actions for the good of the student. PNt "
However, the counselors do not only have to think abduﬁﬁe menta]
. 'status of‘the students, Many curriculum offerings: may a
serve ds obstacles toward the well-being oft ;

. . - .
c, g - . : : ‘.

© - BMargaret Szdsz.;Education‘arul the Amerz’éan_ Indian (Albuquerhﬁ\e._' New M¥ico:

" University of New Mexico Press, 1974), p. 2, N N .o . Y
MDivision of Studdnt Life, “Reaching Out, Peer Counselor Program,~ Its 4 Time of

-Visibm.qBook&p. 10. - - _ : _ DR RITI ..
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- “were notoriously inadequateEarlier boarding schools showed evi-

“sick children that led to,fyeduent epidemics. Alsoinearlier years, con- - '
.gressional ap{propriatigx}g:&vere meager. Boarding school pupils, in-- -

forced to provide.almost all essentials by working long hours in the .
* shops, the gardens, a :
to harsh discipline according to the arbitrary will of the school —,

A

dence of overcrowding, insufficient food, and improper treatment of

cluding. a ~significap’1§' ipercentage of. preadolescent children, were

dhe kitchrens. In addition, they were subjected

W,

superintendents.!8 Qbviously, thesg kinds of inadequacies have been-
overcorrie by the eau but many problems still persist. '

; : ,,'t,'ix;e;-brdb!ems-faced by the students are
‘numerous. Past history*of boarding schools, as pointed out by Szasz,

s Interms of intellectual capability, the current secondary boarding -
schools recently reported in survey conducted by the Bureau, that

entering students have average or above intelléctual ability, but range

- from one to three years behind the level of basic involved in language

and mathematics. One school reported seventy percent of its students: .

-

- entering the riinth grade are at, or below, the fifth grade lewel in basic

. skill achievement.}s For the students to haverlow academic standings,

it causes them-to learp slower and decreases their interest to receivea
sufficient education. By receivingsa lower education, thedropoutrate

. from the boarding schools steadily increases. From the late 1960% to

the early 1970’s, the ayerage educationil level for all Indians was 8.4
years. Because the parental participation was minimal in their cHil-

dren’s education, the average drop out rate in grades eight to twelve .

- from the boarding schools was frgm thirty-nine to forty-eight

percent.?® A large drop out rate is still being reported frorp various

~ boarding schools. In the 1976-77 school year, Southwestern }Indian -
" Polytechnic Institute students left school before completing their
""" courses as follows: 38% left school because of violating the attendance
“rules, 24% withdrew for personal reasons and 9% left for other reasons.

* Approximately 29% either obtained emplpyment or completed a

. coursé sequence during, the year.?!

>

- Another reasén_centr}buting to- the drop dut' rates is the student's

+ * peer pressure. Some of the students are greatly influenced by peer .

preéssure, especially since the Indian students are in a majority.-Some
do not-make full use of their potential because excelling sometimes

‘brings them into disfavor with their peers. Their classmates have

been known, on occasion, to riditule thgm or to make it difficult for

. them in other ways.22 The Indian students may be reluctant to com- -

5.
s 8Margaret Szasz, Education ‘and the American Indian (Albuquerque, New Mexico:
_ University of New Mexico Press, 1974), p. 2. N :
...~ wUnderwood, p. 7. o ) y
: ?“Demmerg. Jr., p. 43. W - —
"Off:Reservaq;on Regidentinl School Committee, p 11.; e
* ”i‘rma’tion' in a letter to the author fro@istér Peter Claver of the St. Catherineé
S  Imdian School, 21 November 1978. - . . .
« . - g ht*:‘ . ' . ~ ' . ‘ . v R
“o"{j,".:'w*ﬂ"‘ oo "”'7""'"""““‘ .... e ' ‘- . o . ‘ ‘X
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pete with one another or to have attention drawn to themselves when
they are singled out for praise, Such.atténtio_n. produces not pride but
acute embarrassment. Children may be reduced to withdrawal from = |
e school situation entirelyif reward, as well as Punishment, becomes
too persistent.2s - L , . o
Such persistency of Reer pressure may also prevent the ‘Indian
-8student to share his cultural background with his immediate peer
- Eroud. An organizatiopal feature or the boarding schop] is the isola-
~ tionofthe institution from the client’sculture. A radiea| Cupturebreak -
' is demanded of the child enteririg into the boarding school for thefirst -
time. The difficulty of access by parentsto the school, the historic anti- ~.
' children’s using their triba] language; the .
remoteness of location from the child’shome, and the immersion of the
. ¢hild into a strange new “total environment” called for a break with i
the past not unlike that involved with a prison or 3 mental institution, . -
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e - Without the opportunity to learn the different Indian cuftures. the
. students may becqme upset or lonely. A clinjcal psychologist inter-

vneWegi.m' a boarding .schoo] in"the Southwest presented a picture of

depression, anxiety, popr self-conceptand alcohol abuse to be the main
-emotional problems. He descrided the depression asa combination of
-mild loneliness, boredom), internalized anxiety and anger 26 Criticism -

of thee Bureay schools continues s Alfonso Ortiz, a Pueblo Indian, .

-

Ny  and unable to bu;ld up“self-confideh‘ce. Olivia Pease, studemt at the.
can Indian Arts, stated, “We arenotanimalsand we -

N 2-’I"“rance'_s; E. Svensson, “What About the First Americans?" Today's Educah"on.‘dan.
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" The study went on to say that the low feeling of their personal well-

" of school pel'sonnel insured that they would never be consldered other-

are mot in the ar@'y Why must the school be ru,n asa mthtary mstal-
Iation?"2

As early as 192& the Mgrlam study expressed concern wx‘th this
statement: “Perhaps the sorest pointin Indian Education i$ repre-
-sented by_the. Federal Boarding Schools. .. where Indian children
‘have thelowest self-concept of any 1dentlf1able group in the country.”?

keing caused the boarding school studentstodecrease in their partici-
pation in the classrooms. Because of this decrease, a vast majority of
the Indian children attending boardmg schools were labeled by their
teachers as misfits, underachievers, or troublemakers; and attitudes

w1se while in school.®
~* While teachersdabeled their Indian students in boarding schools in
earliar years, the students of today still experience difficult decisions -
and adjustments to make They still find themselves in positions with.
“tremendous amount of problems that are extremely overwhelming.
No one is ever free'from problems, and the'Indian child attending a |
boarding school has to be able to accept this fact. One Solution which
may help-a little is to communicate openl'y with close friends as to get
the inner feelings out in the open. Communicating Sith friends helps
the Indian child to possess more friends and feel comfortable. Having
friends and knowing that people around really care, well, what else
can an Indian student ask for %t boarding schogls? Aside from the
problems and social sltuatlons which often oceur-at any: boardmg
school, just.the thought that friends are present with a helping ‘)m o
will help the Indian child in some form:Jt takes self—determl ation -
and openness toward the fellow ﬁdlan bel ~
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